The study of Babylonian medicine has seen rapid development over the last decades and is enjoying increasing attention from a widening circle of scholars, even to the extent that there is now a specialized journal devoted to the subject (*Le Journal des Médecines Cunéiformes*). This development is very much to be welcomed, for the material is rich and of great interest but, due to its limited accessibility, has only partially been exploited. As this volume testifies, the renewed attention is partly the result of new decipherings and interpretations of the surviving cuneiform texts, but also of more general methodological developments in the discipline of medical history giving rise to new questions being asked about the material---as is reflected here, for example, in the attention given to social and cultural aspects of health care in the ancient Near East, different types of healers, etc.

The volume arose from a conference held in the Wellcome Institute in London in December 1996, although it contains only a selection of the papers presented on that occasion. Regrettably, the long delay in publication has meant that some papers are no longer up to date, although the editors insist that in spite of this the papers in this volume make significant contributions to the study of ancient Babylonian medicine. That is certainly true, for many of the chapters discuss hitherto unpublished material or cover otherwise new territory; and, taken together, they present a fascinating picture of an ancient civilisation\'s reactions to disease, its methods of diagnosis and classification, the role of belief in demons, apotropaic ritual and witchcraft in its understanding and treatment of diseases, and its distinctions between different types of healers.

Of the thirteen contributions, only a few can be singled out here. Marten Stol offers a wide-ranging survey of accounts of fever in Babylonia, the vocabulary in which they are referred to ("fire", "sun-heat", etc.), their typology, the descriptions of the (other) symptoms that accompany them and the treatments advocated. Nils Heeßel provides an illuminating study of the importance of the *naming* of diseases in the Babylonian texts--- amounting to a kind of "managing" or "controlling"---their association with "the hands of the gods" or indeed with specific gods and their attribution to divine wrath. Mark Geller discusses intriguing similarities in humoral and colour schemes---for example, the notion of bile as a pathological entity---between Assyrian and Greek Hippocratic texts about bodily fluids and parts; and J V Kinnier Wilson and E H Reynolds discuss stroke and facial palsy in a wide range of Babylonian texts. There are also contributions on women\'s medicines in ancient Jewish sources (John M Riddle) and on Hittite rituals against disease (Volkert Haas), and several more specific studies of demons and other divine powers associated with health and disease. If there is a query, it is, perhaps, that the authors seem to be taking too much for granted---for example, they seem to assume a more or less static picture for the whole of Babylonia (one contribution speaks of "the complex Mesopotamian system of healing the sick person", p. 120) and leave little room for geographical or chronological variation. There is also frequent use of terms without specific definition, as in the talk about "the medical texts" (which are they? What makes a text "medical"? How were they produced and meant to be used?), "technical language" (what levels of technicality can be distinguished? How did technical terminology develop?), "doctors" (what kind of healers?), as well as a readiness---perhaps too eager---to identify conditions in terms such as "malaria" or "stroke". Related to this is the fact that the volume, in spite of its intention to contribute to opening up the subject to a wider circle, is still somewhat esoteric in presentation---for instance, it does not offer a list of abbreviations of the main reference works (*AMT, BAM*, etc.)---although for most quotations English translations are provided. These are minor quibbles, but they are of some importance when it comes to connecting Assyriology with medical history. Of course, one has to start somewhere, and this volume is an important step forward. One hopes that it will contribute to an even greater interest being taken in the world of Babylonian medicine. The volume concludes with a useful general index, though specialists may regret the absence of an index of texts and passages discussed.
